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<Abstract>

A Study of Pitch Analysis by Praat

Byunggon Yang

The purpose of this study is to introduce and assess a computer software, Praat which was
developed by Paul Boersma. This paper described the menus and settings which were directly related to
the analysis of intonation contour and assessed the program using a synthesized tones of 100 Hz to
250 Hz as well as a spoken Korean semtence which varied greatly by an artificially stressed word.
Praat successfully traced the tonal pattern as well as the sentences produced by two different speakers.
The only problem was just a few abnormal results on the border regions such as the beginning and
ending of each tone, fricatives, or affricates as were observed in the previous two softwares, namely
Signalyze and WinCecil. However, the simple and good processing of pitch contour more than offset
those marginal errors. Also, the intonational patterns of an American male speaker and a Korean of the
same age were compared to generally describe their difference. An examination of an English word
revealed a cross-language difference in intonation. If the tool is used properly, objective diagnosis and
improvement of Korean’s English production will be possible. A further comparative study of
intonational patterns between English and Korean language groups will be desirable.
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