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A Study of English Consonants Identified by College Students

%F g T

Byunggon Yang

ABSTRACT

Previous studies have shown that Korean students have difficulty identifying some English
consonants which are not in the Korean sound inventory. The aim of this study was to
examine the accuracy rate of English consonants correctly identified by 130 college students in
order to find out which English consonants were difficult for the students to perceive. The
subject’s task was to identify one of the minimal pairs played in a quiet laboratory classroom.
100 minimal pairs consisted of syllables with various onsets or codas: stops, fricatives,
affricates, liquids and nasals. Results were as follows: First, the average score of the English
major group was significantly higher than that of the non-English major group. Second, there
was a similar distribution in the rank order of minimal pairs sorted by the accuracy rate
between the two groups. Third, the accuracy rate systematically decreased as each score range
decreased. Fourth, the students showed higher accuracy in the perception of liquids than that
of the stop—fricative contrast. Fifth, the accuracy score in onset position was higher than in
coda position. Finally, the students still had problem telling voiced consonants from voiceless
ones, especially in coda position. It would be desirable to extend the present research to middle
or high school students to fundamentally resolve those listening problems.

Keywords: English consonants, perception, identification, college students
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